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ACTS xv. 10. 
Now therefore why tempt ye God, 2 put a 


Loe upon the Neck. of the Diſciples, 


which neither our Fathers nor we were 
able to bear? 


S HALL not ſtand to make any Apo- 


firſt hearing, to be not altogether 
= unapplicable to the preſent Occaſion. 
We have been twice, on this happy Day, freed 
from a Toke, which (as ſhall be ſhewn more parti- 
cularly in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe) either our 


Fathers nor we were able to bear; and which ſome 


are, at this time, attempting, (and I fear will never 


leave off attempting ) to put upon our Necks again. 
I ſhall therefore, without any farther Preamble, 
proceed to give you ſome Account of the Occaſion 
of the Words, ſo as to let you ſee the Scope and 
Drift of them, and what is chiefly Obſervable in 
them; and then make ſuch Uſe and Application 
of them, as I think ſuitable to the preſent Seaſon 


and Solemnity. 


logy for my choice of this Text; 
which I hope will appear, eren at 


Now 


6 Dr. SYyDALPs Sermon, Preacyd 
Now the Occaſion of the Words, as appears 
from what goes before, was this: While St. Paul 
19 and St. Barnabas continued at Antioch, (for there 
the Hiſtory left them, at the end of the foregoing 
Chapter) there came down thither from Fudea 
certain Jewiſh Chriſtians, that had been bred up 
rigid Phariſees, and ſtill retain'd a warm Zeal for 
the Rites of the Fewiſh Law. And theſe Men en- 
deavour'd to perſwade thoſe Gentile Converts 
which St. Paul and St. Barnabas had made, that 
they could never be ſaved by the Chriſtian Religion 
alone, but muſt alſo be Circumciſed; and ſo, toge- 
gether with the Chriſtian Religion, be oblig d to 
obſerve all the Ceremonies of the Moſaical Inſtitu- 
tion. Ihdeed, the Jews generally thought that 
the Gentiles were not to partake at all of the Bene- 
fits and Privileges of the Goſpel: And even the |} 
Apoſtles themſelves knew no better, at firſt. But 
this their Miſtake being evidently refuted , 
 __ __ and this Myſtery of God's Will, that 
Epheſ. i. 7. the Gentiles ſhould be Sarees _ - 
8 of the [ame Body with them, and par- 
EX . of his Promiſe in Chrit. 
by the Goſpel, being plainly reveal'd by the Man- 
ner and the Conſequences of the Converſion of 
Cornelius the Centurion and his Friends, by Saint 
Peter; the Jewiſh Zealots then raiſed this other 
Controverſy, and taught, that except the Gentile _ 
Converts would be circumciſed after the manner of 
Moſes, (which, as St. Paul argues in 
another place, would make them 
Debters to do the whole Law) they f| 
could not be ſaved. This occaſion d 
| no 


| - Gil. v. 3. 


le 
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no ſmall Diſſention and Diſputation at Antioch; ſo 
that, to put an end to the Controverſy, it was 
determined that St. Paul and St. Barnabas, with 
ſome athers, ſhould go up to Jeruſalem to the 
Apoſtles and Elders there, 
fore them, and to know their Opi- 


- 


nion concerning this Queſtion. They — ye... 


coming to Feruſalem, and declaring. 


to the Church there, the Succeſs of their Miniſtry 


555 the Gentiles ; it ſeems, there aroſe up cer- 


tain Jewiſh Chriſtians, (of the ſame Se& with 
_ thoſe that, went to Antioch) and maintained that 
it was needful to circumciſe thoſe Gen- by 
tile Converts, and to command them to 
| keep the Law of Moſes, Upon this e 
the Apoſtles and Elders came together — yer. 6. 
to conſider of this Matter. And after 
there had been much Diſputing, — Ver. 7. 
St. Peter ſtood up and ſtated and . 
expaſtulated the Caſe after this manner; Ye all 
know how that a good while ago, God made choice 
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth ſhould 
Hear theWordof the Goſpel, and believe; that I ſhould 
have the f1 of the Kingdom of Heaven, to open 


— Ver. 4, 5. 


the door of Faith to the Gentiles, that is, be the 


firſt Preacher of the Goſpel to them; and accord- 


ingly I was expreſly commanded, by a Viſion from 


Heaven, to go and convert Cornelius and his 


Friends: And God which knoweth the hearts, as 
he goes on, bare them witneſs, and 7 
teſtified his Acceprance of them, by — ve. 2,5. 
giving them the Holy-Ghoſt, as he did 
unto us; and put na difference between us and 


„ 


* 
. 


to lay the Matter be- 


7 


LY 


them, purifying their hearts by Faith, and evident- 
ly demonſtrating that he required nothing farther 
of them, in order to their being reckon'd as pure 
i and clean, and capable of being taken into Cove- 
ST nant with him, but Faith only, that is, receiving 
the Chriſtian Religion, without obliging them to 
be circumciſed, and obſerve the Moſaical Rites and 
Ceremonies. Then he comes to the Words of my 
Text, Now therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a 
Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples, which neither 
our Fathers nor we were able to bear? As if he 
had ſaid; © Since God, by ſuch evident Diſpen- 
© fation, hath declared his Mind and his Will, 
that he did not intend to bring the Gentile Chri- 
de ſtians under the Obligation of the Ceremonial F 
Law of the Jews; What a Provocation and 
_ «< Offence muſt it needs be to him, that you 
„ ſhould ſo directly oppoſe and reſiſt his Will, 
* as to preſume to impoſe that Toke upon Them, 
as neceſſary to their Salvation, which, tho' for 
** juſt and wife Reaſons, He thought fit to lay 
* upon Us, yet we could not but think it very 


heavy and griwvous? - = 
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From this ſhort Account of the Occaſion of the 
Words, you may ſufficiently perceive the Scope 
and Drift of them, and that there are theſe two 
Things obſervable in them; namely, Fir/f, Miat 
by the Jewiſb Religion, chiefly on the accountibt- the 
4 Ritual and Ceremonial Laws thereof, which were 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing part of it, was, in 
q the Opinion of the Apoſtles, and of the Ancient 
Few, a grievous and intolerable Yoke or Burthen. | 
OY . * 1323 


on the Fifth of November, 1715. 9 . 
Secondly, That God having ſufficiently diſcover d 
his Will and Intention, that the Gentiles ſhould 
not be brought under that Toke ; the Fewiſb 
Zealots did highly offend, provoke, and even tempt 
him, by endeavouring to. impoſe it upon them. 
So that in diſcourſing ſtrictly and cloſely upon 
this Text, I ought indeed to enlarge upon theſe 

Heads: But that would take up more of the 

Time than is conſiſtent with my preſent Deſign. 

I ſhalll therefore now beg leave to apply and ac- 
commodate the Words, as much as may be to our 

don Caſe and Circumſtances, And I hope it will 

not be unſuitable to the preſent. Seaſon and 
Solemnity, if I take occaſion from this Text, to 
ſpeak to the following Particulars, vis 


| 1. That if Jadaiſm was juſtly called and ac- 
counted a hard Yoke, and a heavy Burthen ; with 
much greater, at leaſt with equal Reaſon, may 
JJJJJͤX—fr oo ET 


= II. That in Fact, Popery was ſuch a Yoke, as 8 


„either our Forefathers nor we of theſe King- | 

|| doms were able to bear; but very anciently com- i 
plain'd of, and contriv'd to ſhake off, as ſoon as 

: VV 1 

o | III. That ſince we happily ſhook it off by the 

it REForMATION, God has ſo conſtantly and ſo 


ie | fignally deliver'd us from the frequent Attempts 
re of our Enemies to impoſe it upon us again, (To 
in | of which Deliverances we this Day commemorate) 
nt that we hope, it is not 3 and Pleaſure that 
n. | WE. = Wa * 
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we ſhould be brought under that Toke again; 
and that our Enemies do but tempt and provoke 


him, by endeavouring it. 


VV. That however, it would moſt certainly be 
a Tempting of God in the higheſt Degree; and 
it might juſtly provoke him to Anger — Indig- 
nation, and move him to undo all that he had 
hitherto done for us, and give us over at laſt to 
the Will of our Enemies, if after ſo many and ſuch 
wonderſul Deliverances from it, we ſhould ap- 
- pear to be fond of this Toke, or, at leaſt, not much 
averſe from it; and be inſtrumental in putting it 
again upon our own Necks, or but indifferent 
->. and * whilſt others are endeavouring 


I. if Fudaiſm was juſtly call'd and accounted | 
a hard Toke, and a heavy Burthen ; with much 
greater, or, at leaſt, with equal Reaſon, may Po- 
pery be ſo accounted, _ C 
Ihe Ceremomal Inſtitutions of Judaiſm were 
of God's own Appointment, and were defign'd 
by him partly to diſtinguiſh the Jews, and to pre- 
ſerve them, by ſuch Obſervances of their own, 
1 from a Compliance with the Rites and Ceremonies 
* of their Pagan Neighbours, and partly to prefigure 
to thoſe who had. more diſcerning Minds, ſomething 
more excellent under the Chri/ttan Diſpenſation. 
Let notwithſtanding all this, we find by the 
Text, that the Wiſeſt and Beſt amongſt the 
Fewo, thought them a Toke too heavy to be born: 
What ſhall we then think of a vaſt Number of wo 
an 


of the Romiſh Religion. 
therwiſe than grievous and irkſome in the Opinion 


an the Fifth of November, 1715. 11 
and ridiculous - Ceremonies, introduc'd at firſt, 
perhaps, by Folly and Ignorance, but afterwards 
preſcrib'd and impos d by the Pride and Preſump- 
tion of Men; and which, after all, have no 
better Effect than to obſcure and encumber the 
Worſhip and- Service of God? Such are the Rites 


of an ingenuous and intelligent Chriſtian ? Can 


they be agreeable, or ſo much as tolerable ? Can 
they be any thing but a Toke or a Burthen to 
a Mind well inform'd concerning the Nature of 
Divine Worſhip, eſpecially the Spiritual and Ra- 

tional Worſhip of the Goſpel ? © Which, as our 


Church ſpeaks, is not a Ceremonial Law 


4 (as much of Moſes's Law was ;) but is aRe- 
© lion to ſerve God, not in Bondage of the Fi- 
_ © gure and Shadow, but in the Freedom of the 
„Spirit. VV 
And if St. Auguſtin (b) had reaſon to com- 
plain, that in his Time, and in the African Church, 
Religion was ſo oppreſs'd and overlaid with theſe 
ſervile Burthens, that Chriſtians were in worſe 


caſe concerning that Matter than the Jews 


It is notorious that the Caſe is not at all better 
now in the Church of Rome (e). But I will not 


1 — — 


— — 


of ceremonies, why ſome be aboliſhed, an! ſome retained. 


Before the Book of Common Prayer. 


(b) , LVI. Tom. II. Edict. Bendictin. 
(e 


y bere is lately publiſh'd, among Several Poſthumous Tracts a- 
gainſt Yopery, by Dr. Geddes, A Deicriprion of a Solcmn yYonrifcal | 
Maſs, deſigned as a Specimen of the inſupportable Nuinber of Cere- 


monies with which the whale Popiſh Service is encumbred. 


52 
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inſiſt longer upon this Point of the Multitude of 
Cerenonies, becauſe tho the Jewiſh Law was 
reckoned a heavy Yoke on that Account; yet, 
this is the leaſt part of the Yoke and Burthen of 
Popery. 3 5 
For the Church of Rome lays ſtill a greater 
Toke and Burthen upon Chrift' Diſciples, by 
preſuming to make new Articles of Faith, and 
new Sacraments for them; by impoſing Doctrines 
and Practices upon them, as neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, which God hath no-where revealed in his 
Word, ſome of them directly contrary thereto, 
and ſome repugnant to right Reaſon, and plain 
Sence. I appeal to the Creed of Pope Pius V. 
in which Tranſub/tantiation, and the Sacrifice of 
the Maſs, Penance, and Extreme Unction, Purga- 


tor, Prayers for the Dead, and Indulgences, In- : 


vocation of Saints, and Worſhippmg the Images and 
Keliques of them, and the reſt of the Errors and 
Superſtitions of that Church, are either explicite- 
or implicitely requir'd to be held and profeſs'd, 
as much as the Articles of that which we call 
the Apoſtles Creed. So that the heavy Charge 
which was laid by our Saviour againſt the Guides 
and 'Governours of the Fewiſh Church, will lie 
equally againſt thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
is. That they ſet up their own Tra- 
Nat xv. 3,9. ditions, to the Preise of the Scrip- 


. tures; that they teach for Doctrine: 
v. xxii 4. the Commandments of Men, and lay 
heavy Burthens upon Men, and grie- 


Theſe | 


veous to be born, 
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Theſe Impoſitions are indeed but the natural 


Conſequences and Effects of their arrogant and 


unwarrantable Claim to Infallibility. In virtue 


Wwhereof, as they take upon them to impoſe what 
they pleaſe, as neceſſary to Salvation, (as if they 


were the Authors of Salvation,) ſo they require 


an implicit Faith and blind Obedience from Men; 
and to ſecure that Point, they deny Men the 
Right, and debar them of the Means of Exami- 
nation, and prohibit the Uſe of the Holy 
Scriptures. Thus do they of the 
Church of Rome take away the Key Luke xi. 32. 
of Knowledge from Men, in a firt 
and literal Senſe; which ſeems to be a Degree 
of Preſumption beyond what the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, who were the great Maſters and Managers 
of Religion among the Jews, were arriv'd at. 
For we do not read that they went ſo far as to 
forbid Men the Uſe of the Scriptures ; tho' in- 
deed they made them of little or oo 
Effect, by their own Interpretations and git. 8. 6. 
Traditions; and upon that Account 
are ſaid, in a large and figurative Senſe, to have 
taken away the Key of Anowlegge. 


And now, what can be a greater Toke and Bur- 


then upon the Minds and Conſciences of Men, than 
to be thus treated? What can be more grievous 
to a reaſonable Creature, or an intelligent Chri- 
ſtian, than to have ſo many erroneous and abſurd 
Doctrines, fo many Superſtitious and Idolatrous 
Practices, any thing that their Teachers pleaſe, 
impos'd upon them, without the Liberty of a 
free and ingenuous Examination; and to have an 


implicit 
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14 Dr. SYDATLDs Sermon, Preach'd 
implicit Submiſſion required_ of them to all the 
Decrees and Determinàtions of crafty and deſigu- 
ing, of ignorant and ſuperſtitious, or, at beſt, 
of fallible Men? And all this under Pain of 
Cenſure, and (if you openly profeſs your Dif- | 
ſent from them, and they have you in their 
Power) of Death and Deſtruction in his 
World, and of Damnation, as they would have 
7 believe, in the next. This is the true 

ature . of Popery z and they who will not ac- 
knowledge this to be a heavy Toke and Bur- 
then upon the Minds and Conſciences of Men, 
muſt have very little Senſe, or no Sincerity, 
But farther: The Yoke and Burthen of Po- 

- pery, does not only affect the Minds and Con- 
ſciences of Men; but it touches their Goods 
and Eftates too. Some of the peculiar Doctrines 


© and Practices of that Church, are e- 
2 Cor. Xii. | 


17,18, vidently contrived to make a Gam | 
of Men (as St. Paul's Expreſſion 
is) and to get as much Money as they can 
out of them. Such is the Doctrine of Purga- 
tory, with all its Adherents, Maſſes, Pardons, 
and Indulgences, which are not to be purchas d 
but with great Sums of Money, where they know 
it is to be had. So again, the Worſhip of 
_ Saints, and the Canomzing of whom they pleaſe 
for ſuch; and the lying Wonders and Miracles 
ſomet imes pretended to be wrought by their 1 


mages and Reliques, as well as the Merits fallly } 


aſcrib'd to their Perſons ;, all theſe are plain Devices 
to get Money by the Offerings made at their 
Cs DE Oe > 5 Sy) rines. 


— 
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Shrines : And how much this turn'd to Account, 
was once very well known in this Place. (a) 
But the great Toke and Burthen of all, which 
lies ſo heavy upon Mens Goods and Eſtates, and 
their Bodies too as well as their Souls, is the Pope's 
Supremacy, which (according to Bellarmine) is the 
Sum of Chriſtianity, and by which they, in effect, 
give his Holineſs an abſolute and unlimited Domi- 
nion and Authority over all ſorts of Perſons and 
Things in the wt cage World, in order to Spi- 
rituals, And tho' this Authority is not now exer- 
ciſed in its full Extent, or rigorouſly inſiſted upon 
in every Popiſh Country, (for fear it ' ſhould force 
them entirely to withdraw their Dependance on 
the Pope) yet tis what has been claim'd, and, to 
falve their pretended Infallibility, will always be 
claim d, and exerciſed too, whenſoever they find it 
convenient. And what a heavy Toke this was, and 
|| how grievouſly Men were oppreſs'd thereby in Soul, 
| Body and Goods, England, of all Countries, once 
knew by moſt ſad Experience, as will more fully 
appear under the next Particular I am to ſpeak to, 
77 


II. That in Fact Popery was ſuch a Toke as nei 
ther our Forefathers, nor we of theſe Kingdoms, \ 
were able to bear, but very anciently complain'd ol, 
and contriv'd to ſhake off as ſoon as we could, | 
Altho there were, no doubt, in all Times du- 


„ 


(a) Mr. Somner informs ur out of the Records of this Church, that 
the Offerings at Thomas Becker's Shrine at one time amount ed. to about 
600 l. per Annum, whilft thoſe at the High Altar came to nothing. 
. Antiquities of Canterbury, pag. 1253. of Battely s Edition. 
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ring the Reign of Popery in theſe Realms, many 
good Men who ſecretly lamented the N57 05 of 
it over their Minds and Conſciences, and the Abuſes 

and Corruptions introduced thereby in Doctrine 
and Worſhip, and wiſhed for a Reformation; yet it 


Was natural for the generality of Men to be moſt 
ſenſible, and conſequently to complain firſt of it, as 
it affected their Goods and Eftates, It was very 
early that the Papal Uſurpations had prevail'd fo 


far in this Kingdom, that neither the King himſelf, 
nor other Patrons, could diſpoſe of Biſbopricks, or 
other great Benefices, without the Pope, for which 
Palls and Bulls, and ſeveral ſorts of Faculties, were 


to be fetch'd from Rome, with much Trouble and 
long Delay, but to be ſure with vaſt Expence. (a) 
Afterwards the Popes took upon them the Cogni- 
zance of ſeveral Cauſes, (b) which ought to have 


been determin'd within the Realm, as now they 


are. and thereupon cited all manner of Perſons (c) 


to Rome, to their great Trouble and Charge. And 


| beſides great and immenſe Exactions from the Cler- 


gy, by Annates, Penſions, Procurations, and ſuch-like 
Payments, the Laity were no leſs opprelsd by Suits 


and Appeals to Rome, and by an infinite Number of 


— — 


(a) Kk. Cnute, A. D. 1031. had complain 'd to the Pope of the Op- 


| preſſion of the Archbiſhops, by the immenſe Sums of Money demanded for 
their Palls. Maſon. de Miniſt. Ang. DIE: 507. The Pall was an 
Ornament of. Archbiſhops, to be h 


ad from Rome, without which, tho 
they were conſecrated, they had no Right to their Titles, nor any Power 


to exerciſe any Part of their Office. It is now the Bearing of the Arms 
1 the See of Canterbury. Walter de Gray Archbiſhop of York in King 


John's Time, was obliged to pay 100001. Sterling for his Pall. M. Paril. 


ad Ann. 1215. 


(5) 38 Edw. II. Stat. of Proviſors. (e) ibid. 


Licenſes, 


Nothing is more remarkable in our ancient Hi- 


ſtory, than the frequent Accounts we meet with of 


the inſatiable Avarice and Rapaciouſneſs of the 
Popes and Court of Rome, and of the immenſe Sums 


of Money exa&ed by them and carried away to Ita- 
y on ſome or other of theſe Occaſions, to the great 
Oppreſſion and Impoveriſhment of the Nation. (b) 
Of this not only private Perſons, but alſo our Kings, 
Lords and Commons made (c) frequent Complaints, 
and endeavour'd by Letters and Ambaſſadors to Rome, 
to be eaſed from theſe intolerable Grievances, and 
this inſupportable Toke ; which are their very Ex- 
preſſions on that Occaſion. But finding no Redreſs, 
but rather an Increaſe of theſe Evils, in the Time 
of King Edward III. and in the following 
KReigns, they made ſeveral (d) Laws a- A. D. 1350. 
giainſt theſe Papa! Encroachments and gk 


. e * 


£ 1 
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(aa) 25 Hen. VIII. cap. 21. concerning Peter-pence and Diſpenſati- 


G 


00) Mr. Maſon, in his Book de Miniſterio Anglicano, [1b. 4. cap. 14. 


has made an Hiſtorical Deduction of theſe Encroachments, Oppreſſions and 
Exattions, chiefly out of Matth. Paris, who ſays, in the Reign of Hen. III. 


A. D. 1241, that it was truly reported that there was not ſo much 
Money left in the Kingdom, as the Pope's Legate had ſqueezed out of 
it within Three Years Time. Vid. AM. Par. pag. 349. Edit. Watts. And 
About Three Tears after, A. D. 1244, that upon the Account of the Fa- 
pal Exaftions, the miſerable Engliſh complain d that they endured a 
harder Bondage in this Britiſh Egypt, than the Children of Lrael of 


Old did, ibid. p..645, and Maſon p. 515. „%% Rb; - 
(e) Vid: Maſon, p. 515, 316, 518, &c. and M. Paris, p. 656, 696, 


658, 699, & leq. 721. 1 15 
(A) See 25 Edw. III. Stat. 6. 38 Edw. III. Stat. of Proviſors. 
3 Rich. II. cap. 3. 16 Rich. II. cap. 53. 6 Hen. IV. cap. 3. 9 oo. 


\ 


on the Fifth of November, 71 1 
Licenſes, Faculties, Diſpenſations, and other ſuch- | 
like (a) Devices to get Money, 


er apr rents ex 45th, -aite.i99 — gs” n 
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Exactions, in which their uſual Language is, that 


thereby the Treaſure and Riches of this Realm are 
carried away to Rome, the King dimimſhed, the Sub- 
jects vexed, troubled and travelled (as the old Word 


is, i. e. burthen'd and oppreſs'd] in Body and Goods, 


and the Realm decay d and impoveriſb d. 


It would be too tedious here to deſcend to Par- 


ticulars, (a) I ſhall therefore give you the general 
Senſe of our Forefathers concerning the heavy Toke 
and Burthen, and the other Abuſes and Corrupti- 


ons of Popery, in their own authentick Words, in 


an Act of Parliament made in the Time of Kin 


Henry VIII. (b) in the Preamble whereof they ſet 


forth as fol loweth, viz. 


. , * : 
x k 
. 2 n * 
8 : * — — 
7 1 ES N . g 7 o 
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IV. cap.8. 24 Hen. VIII. cap. 12. concerning Appeals. 28 Hen. VIII. 
cap. 21. concerning Peter- pence and Diſpenſations. 28 Hen. VIII. cap. 


16. concerning Diſpenſations and Licenſes. All theſe Statutes are ga- 


t her d together in Dr. Gibſon's Codex, under Title III. Papal Encroach- | 


ments in England aboliſh'd, 55 
(ca) In the Time of King Edward III. the Commons in Parliament 
repreſented, that what the Pope carried out of the Realm turn d more to 
the Deſtruction of it than all the King's Wars, which were long and ma- 
m, and 20c00]. (a prodigious Sum in thoſe Days) was alledged to be an 
ordinary Remittance to Rome. Vid. Biſhop of Lincoln's Sermon before 
the King, Aug. 1. p. 14. Afterwards, in the Time of King Henry VIII. 
it appear d, upon Search, that within about 40 Tears there had paſſed out 
of this Realm to the Court of Rome, upon the ſingle Account of Inveſti- 
tures of Biſhops, 1600001. Sterling, beſtdes other great and intolerable 
Sums convey d thither by many other Ways and Means | by an immenſe 
Number of Indulgences, Diſpenſations, and the like Frauds ] to the great 
 Impoveriſhment of this Realm. Vid. an Act 23 Hen. VIII. concerning 
tic Reſtraint of Payment of Annates to the See of Rome, in Dr. Gib- 
- ſon's Codex, p. 122. not printed in the Statutes. And Parker's Antiq. 

Britannicz, ad init. vit. Cranmer. e eee 


(5) 4. D. 1536. 28 Hen. VIII. cap. 10. intituled, An Act extin- | 


guiſhing the Authority of the Biſhop of Rome. 


That 


— f 
— 2 
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That the prone Power and uſurped- 
Authority of the Biſhop of Rome did ob⸗ 
fufcate ( i. e. darken] and wꝛeſt God's holy 
Mord and Teſtament, a long Seaſon, from 
the ſpiritual and true meaning thereof, to 
his wozldly and carnal Aﬀections, as Pomp, 
Glozy, Avarice, Ambition and-Tyrannie, 
covering the ſame with his Human and Po- . 
litick Devices, Traditions and Jnventions, 
to pzomote and ſtablich his only Dominion, both 
upon the Souls and alſo the Bodies and Goods 
of all Chꝛiſtian People, excluding Chriſt out 
of his Kingdom and Rule of Man's Soul (as 
much as he may) and all other Tempozal 
Kings and Pꝛinces out of their Dominions 
(which they ought to have by God's Law) 
I upon the Bodies and Goods of their Sub- 
| jects, That thereby he did not only rob the 
I King's Majeſtie, being only the Supzcam | 
Head of this Realm immediately under God, 
ok His Yonour, Right and P2e-eminence due 
=: | Unto him by the Law of God, but {polled this 
his Realm yearly of innumerable Treaſure, and 
«a | with the Loſs of the ſame deceiv'd the King s 
dre | loving and obedient Subjects, perſuading 
u to them by his Laws, Bulls, and other his 
ti- | decetvable Means, ſuch Dzeams, Uanities 
able and Fantaſies, as by the ſame many of them 
were ſeducd and convey'd unto ſuperſtitious 
ning | and erroneous Opinions; ſo that the Kings 
5 | Majeſtie, the Loꝛds Spiritual and Tempo⸗ 
I ral, and the Commons in this Realm, be- 
rn ing overwearied and fatigated with the Ex⸗ 
jj Toc OS -.” Snﬀq 
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- perience of the-infinjte Abominations and 
MWilſchiefs, pꝛoceeding of his Jmpollyres and 
craftily colouring of his Decetts, to che 
great Damages of Souls, Bodies and Goods, 
were fozced of neceſſity.fo2 thePublick Weale 
ok this Realm, to exclude that kozeign p2e- 
tended Power, Juriſdiction. and Authozity, 
uled and uſurped within this Realm, Ke. 
Such was then the publick Senſe and Language 
of our Forefathers concerning Popery, And hav- 


ing thus ſhook off the Toke of Papa! Power and 


Tyranny, it was not long before they threw out all 
the ſuperſtitious Rites and Ceremonies, and other 
intolerable Abuſes and Corruptions both in Do- 
ctrine and Worſhip, which had been eſtabliſhed by 
that Power, and made a thorough Reformation, and 
ſet up the pure Religion of the G 
not long after, Popery was re-eſtabliſh'd by Queen 
Mary I. many of our. moſt godly and learned Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy. beſides Hundreds of others, choſe 
rather to die at a Stake, than to return to thoſe 
Abominations, and to that Toke of Bondage, which 
about Five Years after, when the renown'd'Queen 
Elizabeth came to the Crown, the Nation again 
ſhook off, and the Reformation was fully eftabliſh'd, | 
Thus we ſee that Popery was fuch a Toke as our 


Forefathers were not able to bear. 


As for our ſelves, All that are not below my Age 
muſt remember perfectly well how much we all 
dreaded the Return of this Toke upon us, in the 
| Reign of a bigotted Prince of that Religion, who 
took large Steps, and went, as far as was poſlible 
in his ſhort Time, to bring it upon us again; and 


oſpel. And when, | 
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how glad we were then even to invite and pray a 


Proteſtant Prince and Princeſs to accept the Crown. 


Since which Time we have made all the Proviſion 
which can be made by (2) Laws, that we may ne- 
ver again come under the unhappy Circumſtance 


(a Circumſtance inconſiſtent and incompatible with 


our Safety) of having a Popiſl Prince, or one that 


is married to a Papiſt, to be Supreme Governour 
of this Proteſtant Church and Kingdom. This 


was lately our own Senſe of the Miſchief and Mi- 


ſery of Popery, unleſs we were ont of our 2 
when we made theſe wife Proviſions for our Se- 
„„ e 
I proceed to my next Particular, which is, 


III. That fince we happily ſhook off this Toe 
by the Reformation, God hath fo conſtantly and 
1o ſignally delivered us from the frequent At- 
tempts of our Enemies to impoſe it upon us again 
(Two of which Deliverances we this Day comme- 
morate) that we hope it is not his Will and Plea- 
ſure that we ſhould be brought under that Toke = 
again, and that our Enemies do but tempt and 
provoke him by endeavour ing it. 
Our / inveterate and implacable Enemies, the 
Friends of the Papacy, have never been at Reſt 
ſince the REFORMATION ; but have been contt- 
nually attempting, either by ſecret Plots or open 
| Force, to bring this Church and Nation under 
their Toke again. And indeed, by their Princi- 
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_ ples they can hardly ever be at Reſt, till they 
have effected it. But God Almighty,. in great 
Goodneſs to us, hath as continually and con- 
ſtantly been pleas d, and ſometimes in a very ſig- 
nal manner, to defeat their Deſigns, and deliver 
us from them. Witneſs the perpetual Plots a- 
gainſt the Life of Queen Elizabeth; and yet, by 
the Bleſſing and Protection of God, ſhe lived to 
a good Old Age, and fat upon the Throne above 
Forty four Years, to the perfect Eſtabliſhment 
of the Reformation Here, and to the great Support 
and Advancement of it Abroad. Witneſs the Spamſh 
v4 Armada, that Fleet which was arro- 
1588. gantly ſtyld Invincible, and ſent to 
iimnvade and ſubdue this Kingdom; 
but beaten off and diſpers d, and ſent home again 
with Shame, more by the Hand of him whom 


the Winds and the Sea obey, than by our own 


Force, which was much inferior to it, Witneſs 
the Helliſh Conſpiracy and Contri- | 
156. trivance of this Day, the Gun-Pow- 
3 der Plot, ſeaſonably difcover'd, juſt 
when it was upon the point of Execution, by 
2 Sagacity in the then King, which was look d 
upon as little leſs than a Divine Inſpiration. 
MWitneſs again our other Deliverance, 
1688. as on this Day, by the Happy Ar- 
©... rival of His late Majeſty King W IL- 
LIAM of Immortal Memory, whereby we were 
reſcued from Popery and pu pes Power, (the 
oreateſt Evils that can befal any Church or Na- 
tion) and ſetled again in our juſt Rights, both 
Civil and Religious, without a Battle, and almoſt 
8 JJC ĩ ĩ˙ĩ 8 _—_ 


Toke again upon our 


| take heed to themſelves what they in- 
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without Blood. To theſe Deliverances I will beg 
leave to add that remarkable Diſpenſation of Pro- 


vidence towards us, in making way for His Pre- 
ſent Majeſty King GEOR GE's Acceſſion to 
the Throne ſo ſuddenly, that our Enemies had 
not Time to make any Oppoſition to it : For 


had that Change been leſs ſudden, it is not to 


be doubted but that the ſame Attempts would 
have been made to prevent His Majeſty's coming 
to the Throne, which are now made to diſſeize 
and diſpoſſeſs him of it. Tort Dig 50 
Nou, next to an expreſs and particular Re- 
velation from Heaven by a Voice or Viſion, or 
the like, it is not conceivable what plainer In- 
dications and Tokens God could give, that it is 
| not his Will and Pleaſure that we ſhould again 
be brought under the Toke of Popery, (unleſs we 
be reſfolv'd to bring it upon ourſelves) than ſuch. 
| conſtant and ſignal Deliverances of us from all 
the Attempts which have been made towards it. 
I cannot therefore think it altogether incongruous 
or improper to apply St. Peter's Expoſtulation in 
the Text, to on aa and their Deſigns : 
Why tempt ye God, by endeavouring to put a 
vs oo. ork: when Goa bh ſo 
often and ſo wonderfully diſappointed you in 
thoſe Attempts? And I could almoſt take up the 
Counſel of Gamaliel (in the 5th Chapter of the 


Acts) and adviſe our Enemies to 


tend to do, as touching us and our 


Holy Religion, left haply they be found 


even to Hg ht againſt God, who hath 
33 — 


3 v. 35. 
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Tenpting of G | 1 
might juſtly provoke him to Anger and Indig- 


1 4 JA * 
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ſo frequently deliver d us from the inſupporta- 


ble Tore of Popery, and we hope will ſtill de- 
liver us. But notwithſtanding this, let us alſo 


look to ourſelves, and not be High. minded, but 
fear; and whilſt we think we ſtand, let us take 
beed left we fall, Forr oo © 


IV. Laftly It would moſt certainly be a 
God in the higheſt Degree, and it 


nation, and move him to undo all that he had 


done for us, and give us over at laſt to the Will 


of orr Ernie, if fer fo many and den aur 
derful Deliverances from it, we ſhould appear to 


be fond of this Toke, or at leaſt not much a» 


verſe from it, and be inſtrumental in putting 


it again wpor our own Necks, or but indifferent 
and unconcern d, whilſt Others are endeavouring 
100000 55h; i 


Nothing, even in right Reaſon, can ſeem a 
greater Temptation or Provocation to God, than 
for Men, after many and fignal Deliverances 


from any Danger or Calamity, wittingly and wil- 
lingly to run themſelves into the ſame again. 
And Holy Scripture ſheweth us how highly God 


was offended, tempted, and provoked by the In- 


clination his People Iſrael ſhew'd to return 


to their Egyptian Bondage, after he had in ſo 


miraculous a manner freed them from it; and by 
their frequent Relapſes afterward into Idolatry, 


after- his as frequent Deliverances of them from 
the Calamities they had ſuffer d on that Ac- 
count, This you may learn at leiſure from the 


78th, 


WO RrE_ DT T TA SDS woowSr 929 © UTTTU PER 
V 


morites, from the Children of Am- 
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58th,- the 81ſt, and the 106th Pſalns. And in 


the Book of Numbers you may ſee with what 
Reſentment God ſpeaks of the ill Returns which 


that People made to him for their Deliverance 
out of Ex ypt, meaning their frequent Murmur- 
ings and Diſcontents, and their Hankerings to go 
back again thither. All theſe Mex 
which have ſeen my Glory, and my 22. aki 


Miracles which I did in Egypt, and 


in the Wilderneſs, and have tempted me now theſe 
ten times, and have not hearken'd to my Voice 
Surely they ſhall not ſee the Land of which I 


ſware unto their Fathers, neither ſhall any of them 
| that provoked me ſee it. Again, in the Book of 
 Fudges, after he had brought them into the 
Promis'd Land, and wrought great Deliverances for 
| them ſeveral times, how does he upbraid them with 
their Readineſs to fall again into Idolatry, and 
threaten to give them over, and have no more to 
do with them? Did not I deliver you = 


from the Egyptians, and from the A. I'S 1 1. 


mon, and from the Philiſtines ? The Zidonians 


_ alſo and the Amalekites, and Maonites did op- 


preſs you, and ye cried to me, and I delivered 


Jou out of their hand. Ter ye have forſaken me, 


and ſerved other Gods 5 wherefore I will deliver 


Jon no more. Go and cry untothe Gods which ye have 


choſen ; let them deliver you in the time of your 
Tribulation. What could be more cutting and 


— 3) For I Oo 
No if theſe things were written for our Ad- 
monition, as certainly they were, how ſhould the 


2th, 


Conlide- 
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Conſideration of them deter us from any the leaſt 
Inclination to return to Popery (that more than 
Egyptian or Jewiſh Bondage) or indeed from any 
indifference about it, after God hath by ſo many 
ſignal Deliverances preſerv'd us from it? How 
ſhould it make us tremble for Fear, leſt now, 
at length, he ſhould give us up to our own Hearts 
Luſts, and let us follow our own Imaginations, and 
fall again under that Toke, which neither our Fa- 
thers nor we were able to bear? Methinks the 
Reaſoning of Era with God, upon the Peoples 
Behaviour after their Return from the 3 
Captivity, is very juſt, and deſerves to be duly 
conſider d, and cloſely applied by us. Seeing that 


. 1, Lon our God haſt given us ſuch De- 


14. liverance as this: ſhould we again 
Il goin in Affnity with the People of theſe 
Abominations, wouldeft thou not be angry with us 
till thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be 
uo remnant or eſcaping £ Ezra ſpeaks here but of 
one Deliverance z how much ſtronger then is the 
Reaſoning to keep Us from revolting to Popery, or 
thinking of joining again with the People of thoſe 
Abominations, when God hath given us ſuch fre- 
quen t Deliverances from them? —— 
lam ſorry there is any Occaſion for this Uſe 
and Application of my Text. But the Inclination 


and Intention of ſeme now in theſe Kingdoms, to 


bring this Yoke upon us again, (or at leaſt to run 
the Riſque of it) rather than lay aſide their own 
private Diſcontents and Reſentments, and the 
Neutiality and Indifſerence of others are too no- 
torious and viſible to be conceal'd or diſſembled. 

Whatever 


the 
England or Presbyterianiſm, whether Kingly Go- 
_ vernment or a Commonwealth, whether this or that 


© | and Nation? 
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Whatever the Pretences were for the late Mur- 
murs, Tumults, and Riots, (which yet no Pretences 


could juſtify, according to the profeſs'd Principles 


of thoſe who were foremoſt in thoſe ſeditious Pra- 


_ Rices) by the preſent open Rebellion, the Point is 


brought to this ſhort and plain Iſſue, namely, Mhe- 


ther weſhall have a PRO TES TAN Prince, 


or 2 Popiſh Pretender to rule over us? So that 


nteſt now, is not whether the Church of 


Party among ourſelves ſhall carry the * No ʒ 


the Mask is now taken off, and all :heſe appear 


3 to be but mere Pretences and Amuſements. 
he Queſtion is now, Whether True Religion, 5 


or Idolatry? Whether our Legal Government or 
| Tranny ſhall prevail? Whether we ſhall preſerve 


our Rights and Liberties, or whether the Romaniſts 
ſhall come and take away bath our Place ms 
And if this be the true State of the Caſe, as 
I think it undeniably is; then it is eaſy for you 
to determine what Part you are to take, and how 
you are to behave yourſelves at this critical Con- 
7 „ 
If you are for Falſe Doctrine, Superſtition, and 
Idolatry; if you are for Ignorance, implicit Faith, 
and blind Obedience in Religion ; if you are for 
an Inquiſition or Perſecution on that Account; if 


I you are for Arbitrary Power and TJyrammy in Go- 
vernment, and for Slavery and Poverty, the ne- 


ceſſary Conſequences thereof; if you are for givs 
ing up all that is or ought to be valuable to you, 
N „ both 
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both as Men, and as Chriſtians ; if you are for 
undoing, at once, all that God has been doing 
for us theſe 170 Years, and defeating all the gra- 
cious Deliverances he hath wrought for us fince 
the Reformation; if you deſire to ſee that Church 
which God's own Right Hand hath planted, and 
ſo wonderfully preſerv'd in ' theſe Kingdoms, 
pluck d up at laſt and deſtroyed; if you want 
to have this Solemn Day of Thankſgiving for 
our Deliverance from the Toke of Popery ſet a- 
fide, and chang'd for another, for bringing it a- 
gain upon us: And if you can reconcile ſucli 
Behaviour with the Oath of Abjuration, whereby 
you have ſworn, to the utmoſt of your Power, to 
Support, Maintain, and Defend the preſent Pro- 
reſtant Succeſſon; why then you may ſecretly | 
wiſh well to, and not oppoſe the Pretender and 

7 7 TOSSED 5, 

But if you be for pure Religion, and Worſhip 
undefiled with Idolatry and Superſtition ; if you be 
for the Liberty of ſtudying the Word of God, and 
knowing what it is he requires of you, in order 
to Salvation, and not depending entirely upon the 

Dictates of fallible Men; if you be for ſerving 
God according to the beſt of your Undel land. 
ings and your Conſciences, which is your only 
reaſonable Service; if you be for Legal Govern- 

ment, whereby your ings can never become H- 
rants, nor yourjelves be made Slaves; if you be 
for the Increaſe of Trade and ,Wealth, and for 
_ reaping the Fruits of your own Traſick, Induſtry, 
or Labour, which can never be under any kind 
of Tyranny, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil; if you 
Mz; . N %%% 


uſes a common Froverbial Form of Speech, whereby we ſay, ſuch an one 
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.be for keeping theſe Privileges and Advantages 
which God hath, by ſo many Deliverances, hither- 
to preſery'd to you, and ſome of which you can- 
not give up without being Traitors to 


God, and, in effect, denying the Lord | . ES 
that bought yon; why then you are 
ſedfaſtly to adhere to, and vigorouſly to appear, 


act, pray, and, if need be, to fight for, our Right- 

ful and Lawful Sovereign King GEORGE 
kf any Proteſtant (who owns, or is ready to 

ſwear to the preſent Government) can Halt here 


between Two Opinions, or can poſſibly be at a Loſs 
which of theſe Two Sides to chuſe ; then, and then 


only, may he fairly and handſomly ſtand neuter and 
JVeJ%%%%(VhdWw 
l Let no Man deceive yon with vain Words, I mean 
| with Promiſes and Aſſurances of Safety and Secu- 


rity to Proteſtants under a Popiſh Prince. What 


| Afurances can you have from thoſe whoſe Princi- - 
ple it is not to keep Faith with Hereticks ? And 
| /#ch in their Opinion are you, and all that do not 
pin their Faith upon them. Ss ap 
ea 


J will not you back to remoter Inſtances. 


Remember but the Promiſes and Performances of 
the Father of him who now wants to rule over 
you. And be ye aſſured, that whatever this Pre- 


tender be in another reſpect, in that of his Promi- 


ſes and Performances he will approve himſelf hi 


Father's own Son (a), Doubt ye not therefore, but 


a — 


(a) J bope few Readers will need to be told that the Author here 
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' & his Father's own Son, meaning, that he is exactly like him in his 
Temper, Genius, Manners, or Actions; whereas ſome of the Hearers of 
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depend upon it, that Popery muſt come with him, 


ſooner or later, and that with 2 Vengeance too, 


for having been driven and kept ſo 
long out of thefe Kingdoms, Like the 
unclean Spirit which hath been caſt out 


Matth. xii. 
43, 44, 43. 


of a Man, it will return with greater Malice and 


'ury, and bring with it 2 Legion of Miſchiefs and 
Miſeries more grievous than before, fo that our 


Taft State will, if poſſible, be worſe than the firſt 


This is what ye muſt expect, if after ſo ma- 


my and great Deliverancęs from it ye ſhould tempt 
and provoke God, by being inſtrumental in put- 


ting this Toke again upon your own Necks, or 
but indifferent and unconcern'd whilſt others are 
endeavouring to do it. But I hope better Things of 


you, Brethren, and Things that become true Eng- | 
hfbmen and Proteſtants, the my Concern for our 
holy Religion and our Country hath moved me 


thus to ſpeak. I hope we ſhall all fand | 


Gal. v. i | faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt, 5 


our Lord and Saviour, hath made us 
Heb. x. 39. free, and not draw back again unto 
TY Perdition, or wittingly and willingly 


ee A en. 


this Sermon were pleas d to miſunderſtand the Author here, as if he had 


{i _ offirm'd that the Pretender would certainly prove himſelf to be the legi- 


timate Son of King James; but the intelligent Reader will eaſily ſee that 


tbr was altogether foreign to his Purpoje. The Truth is, the Author 
d bes not concern himſelf with that Point, one way or other, any more than 
the Legiſlature has done. Whether the Pretender be legitimate or not, 


be thinks King GEORGE has as good 4 Right and Title to the Crown 
es any King or Queen of this Realm ever had, or can have, without an 
immediate Divine Deſignation or Appointment, ; 


Fn e 


on the Fifth of November, 171 5. 31 


entengle our ſelves Again in that Toke of Bondage, 


which neither our Fathers nor we were able to bear. 


God Almighty give us the Grace and the Wil- 
dom to make ſuch a right Uſe of his Mercies and 
Favours, that they may be continu'd to us, and te 


the Generations after us; and that under the Go- 


vernment of our Moſt Gracious Sovereign King 


GEORGE, and his Proteflant Poſterity , this 


Nation may enjoy the ineſtimable Bleſſings of true 
Religion and Liberty, and abundance of Peace and 


Proſperity, ſo long as the Moon endureth. And this 


we beg for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. To whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour, Glo- 
ry, Praiſe and Thankſgiving for evermore. Amen. 


| Of," the true Uſes and Ends of Religious Faſt- 


- of Fives A Diſcourſe on St. Luke, Chap. v. Ver. 

34, 35. Deſign d for the Direction of pious and 
well -diſpoſed Chriſtians, in n the . * Lent, 
or any other Faſt. e 


Lach 7 rn fo John War | = 


: With a brief Account of the Original 


To every Thing chere 1 is a Seaſon : ; Or. The 


Reaſonableneſs of Rejoycing and givingThanks for 
his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne. A 
Sermon preach'd at Tunbridge-Wells in Kent, on 


Monday, Auguſt 1. 1715, being the. Anniverſary 


thereof: And publiſh'd at the yan — of 
the Hearers. 3 


The true Proteſtant TY Church of England 


- Clergy vindicated from the Imputation of preach- 


ing up themſelves. A Sermon preach'd at Tun- 


bridge · Melis in Kent, on Sunday, Auguſt 14th, 
17 1 NAY — 4 at the general Lewe e of 


Al 145 p. Elia dan, Prebendary 70 Canter 3 
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